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Wednesday Night Offshore Series 
July 1, 2020 through September 9, 2020 (7/1 and 7/8 Non-Counting) 
Milwaukee Yacht Club, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
 
ORGANIZING AUTHORITY 

The Milwaukee Yacht Club is the Organizing Authority for the Wednesday Night Offshore Series (WNOS). 

1.  RULES  

1.1 The WNOS will be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), except as 
any of these are changed by the Notice of Race or the Sailing Instructions. 

 

1.2 The following racing rules will be changed as follows: 

Rule 26 shall be changed to provide for sounds signals only without the use of flags.  

Rule 29.2 WNOS sections under General Recall will have their second start after all other sections 
have had one chance to start first. 

Rule 40 All personnel, on deck, shall wear personal floatation while starting and finishing without 
exception, and at all other times, except when the Captain of the boat directs that it may be set 
aside.  

Rules 60, 61, 62, 64, 65:   Appendix T will apply.  

Rule 63 shall be changed to allow the Protest Hearing to be held as an online or phone conference 
meeting. 

Rule 75.1 To enter the WNOS, a boat shall comply with the requirements of the organizing 
authority of the race:  The boat owner shall be a member of Milwaukee Yacht Club, South Shore 
Yacht Club, Milwaukee Community Sailing Center (MCSC), or US SAILING. 

2.  NOTICES TO COMPETITORS 
 

2.1 Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board located at the MYC adjacent to 
the Main Clubhouse front entrance. 

 
3.  CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
 

3.1 Any change to the sailing instructions will be posted on the official notice board before 1200 on 
the day it will take effect, except that any change to the schedule of races will be posted by 1900 
on the day before it will take effect. 
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4.  SIGNALS MADE ASHORE 

     4.1 Signals made ashore will be displayed at MYC from the Flagpole. 

4.2 When flag AP, (red and white vertical striped pennant) is displayed ashore, ‘1 minute’ is replaced 
with ‘not less than 45 minutes’ in the race signal AP. 

5.  SCHEDULE OF RACES 
 

5.1 One or more races are scheduled each Wednesday night from July 1, 2020 through September 9, 
2020, as specified in the 2020 Race Schedule found near the Main Office or the MYC website. 

 
5.2 The scheduled time of the warning signal for the first race each day is 1810 for the Spring and 

Summer series.  No warning signal for the first race will be made after 1930. 
 
5.3 After a long postponement, to alert boats that a race or sequence of races will begin soon, an 

orange flag will be displayed with one sound at least four minutes before a warning signal is 
displayed. 

     
6.  SECTION FLAGS 

 
Section flags will not be used.  Section sequence will be announced by RC on channel 72 
    

 
7.  RACING AREAS 

 
The racing area will be on Lake Michigan, east of the Milwaukee North Gap.  The start will be in the 
vicinity of the MYC Center Mark.  The Center Mark is approximately 1.6 nautical miles at 90 degrees 
leaving the North Gap.  See Appendix C for the approximate location of racing areas. 

 
8.  COURSES 

 
8.1 Typical courses will be windward-leeward, triangle or triangle followed by windward-leeward.  

Appendix A includes the diagrams of courses available to RC, which includes the order in which 
marks are to be rounded or passed, and the side on which each mark is to be left.  The 
approximate leg length will be between ½ and 2 nautical miles. 

 
8.2 The RC Signal Boat will display the course to be sailed and the approximate compass bearing of 

the first leg. 
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8.3 Courses may be shortened according to RRS 32.  Additionally, the RC may elect to shorten course 
prior to the start.  If a course is to be shortened prior to the start the RC will display flag S (white 
square with small blue square) no later than the preparatory signal for that race and the duration 
of the starting sequence. 

 
9.  MARKS 

 
Marks will be the MYC RC boats, or throw-in buoys, either orange or yellow, cylinders or round buoys or 
tetrahedrons, with or without a short strap/band. 
 
9.1 Rounding marks may be, the markset boat flying the “M” flag, orange tetrahedrons, orange 

cylinders, or orange round buoys. 
 
9.2 New marks, will be yellow tetrahedrons or orange tetrahedrons. 
 
9.3 The starting marks will be the MYC Center Mark or an orange cylinder at the port end and the RC 

boat at the starboard end.  The finishing marks will be the RC boat at the port end and the MYC 
Center Mark at the Starboard end. 

 
9.4 There will not be a “Rounding Mark” for the downwind leg of W/L courses.  The MYC Center Mark 

will serve as the rounding mark. 
 

10.  THE START 
 

  10.1 Races will be started by using Rule 26 with the warning signal for each succeeding class   
  made with or after the starting signal of the preceding class. 

 
The signal boat will make frequent courtesy announcements for next class to start, time in 
sequence, start, etc.  Please keep your VHF radio tuned to channel 72 at all times. 
 
Due to staff limitations caused by the need for social distancing as a result of COVID 19, all signals 
will be by sound only.  No flags for class or prep will be flown by the signal boat.  These sounds 
will be consistent with Rule 26.  A single long sound at 5 minutes, a single long sound at 4 
minutes, a single long sound at 1 minute and a single long sound at the start.  The start sound will 
also serve as the 5 minute sound for the next class to start. 

 
10.2 The starting line will be between a staff or halyard displaying and orange square flag on the RC 

Signal Boat at the starboard end and the MYC Center Mark on the port end or a mark dropped by 
RC at another location, generally in the area east of the North Gap of McKinley Marina. 

 
 10.3  Boats whose warning signal has not been made shall keep well clear of the starting area  
  and all boats whose warning signal has been made. 
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10.4 The anticipated starting sequence for the first race (Race One) and the scheduled warning signal 

time for the spring and summer series shall be: 
 
  Soling    1800 
  J24    1805 
  JAM 1 (PHRF)   1810   

PHRF 1 & 2    1815    
        

 
10.5 Once the first starting sequence has begun it will continue until all sections have had one chance 

to start a race.  Sections under a General Recall will be started following the completion of the 
entire initial starting sequence. 

 
10.6 A boat starting later than 5 minutes after her starting signal will be scored Did Not Start without a 

hearing.  This changes rule A4. 
 
10.7 The RC may skip the starting sequence for any section if there are no boats of that section in the 

starting area. 
 

10.8 RC may change the location of the start by displaying both flag L and flag AP from the Signal Boat. 
 

 
11.  CHANGE OF THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE 
  

11.1 To change the next leg of the course, the race committee will lay a new mark (or move the 
finishing line) and remove the original mark as soon as practicable.  When, due to a subsequent 
change if a new mark is replaced, it will be replaced by an original mark. Either the markset or 
signal boat will display a Charlie flag and make multiple sounds.  

 
12.  THE FINISH 

 
The finishing line will be between a staff or halyard displaying an orange flag on a RC boat at the port end 
and the MYC Center Mark on the starboard end. 
 
 

 
13.  PENALTY SYSTEM 

 
13.1 The Scoring Penalty, rule 44.1(a) and rule 44.2 will apply to the Soling section but will be modified 

such that only a One-Turn penalty shall be enforced. 
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13.2 The Scoring Penalty, rule 44.3, will apply for the PHRF and JAM (PHRF) sections.  The penalty shall 
be the score the boat would have received without the penalty made worse by 1 place.  The one-
turn and two-turn penalties (rules 44.1(a) and 44.2) are not in effect for PHRF and JAM (PHRF) 
boats. 

 
13.3  Rule 44.1(b) will apply to all sections. 
 

14.  TIME LIMITS 
 

Any race in which no boat rounds the first windward mark within 45 minutes of their start or finishes 
within 1.5 hours of the start will be abandoned by RC.  If any boat finished within the 1.5 hour limit, the 
time limit for all other racing boats will be 30 minutes after the finish of the first boat.  For PHRF sections, 
it is the above time limits plus the boat’s time allowance.  This changes RRS 35.  One design boats only 
may be finished in place.  PHRF boats not finishing within the time limit will be scored “Did Not Finish” 
(DNF).  
 

15.  PROTESTS AND REQUEST FOR REDRESS 
 

15.1 Protest forms are available near the MYC main office.  Additionally, they can be found on our 
website www.milwaukeeyc.com. 

 
15.2 For each section, the protest time limit is 30 minutes after the MYC Signal Boat docks at MYC.  

This changes Rules 61.3 and 62.2. 
 
15.3 An individual from the Protest Committee or the Race Committee Director will attempt to verbally 

notify the parties involved in a protest of the time and place of their arbitration and/or protest 
hearing.  Notices will be posted no later than 15 minutes after the protest time limit to inform 
competitors of hearings in which they are parties or named as witnesses. 

 

15.4  Rule 63 shall be changed to allow the Protest Hearing to be held as an online or phone conference 
meeting. 

 
16.  SCORING 

 
16.1 One race of a series is required to be completed to constitute the series.   

The scored Series dates are: 7/15, 7/22, 7/29, 8/5, 8/12, 8/19, 8/26, 9/2 and 9/9 
 
16.2 The Low Point System found in Appendix A of the Racing Rules of Sailing will apply.   
 

http://www.milwaukeeyc.com/
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16.3 For the season overall, one throw-out for every 9 races completed will be applied to a boat’s 
series score.  The boat’s score will be the total of its race scores, excluding its worst score.  This 
score will only apply to the overall season score. 

 
16.4 RC will score each boat’s finish place and post the results on the MYC Official Notice Board as well 

as on the MYC website. 
 
17.  SAFETY REGULATIONS 

 
 17.1 Before the start of racing, each boat will check in with the RC on the Signal Boat.  The   
  boat’s skipper, or designated crew, will hail the boat’s sail number and/or name to the   
  RC on the Signal Boat. 

 
17.2 A boat retiring shall notify the RC as soon as possible, preferably before leaving the racing area by 

radio or direct communication.  Provisionally, racers may notify an MYC employee immediately 
upon arrival at the dock (Yard and Dock or Office staff).  For safety purposes, the boat’s 
designated person should be sure that RC is contacted by radio by an MYC employee as soon as 
practicable. 

 
17.3      All boats will comply with the COVID 19 rules and protocols in the NOR.  All boats are required to 

complete the weekly contact tracing forms.  That information will be supplied to each boat owner 
before the start of the season. 

 
18.  RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 19.1 Except in an emergency, a boat shall neither make radio transmissions while racing nor   
  receive radio communications not available to all boats.  This restriction also applies to   
  mobile telephones, with exception for emergencies. 

 
19.2 RC will use VHF radio channel 72 for general announcements and comments.  RC will attempt to 

announce the starting time, starting sequence, course type, and course directions a minimum of  
two times prior to the first warning signal.  

 
19.  PRIZES 

 
Awards shall be presented at the MYC Annual Awards Banquet for the season series.   
 

 
21.  DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY  

 
Competitors participate in the WNOS entirely at their own risk.  See RRS 4, Decision to Race.  The 
organizing authority will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death sustained 
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in conjunction with or prior to, during, or after a race in the series.  All boat owners/responsible parties 
will submit a completed waiver of liability to the MYC main office prior to racing.  Waivers are available 
through the online registration system as well as near the MYC main office. 
 
 

22.  INSURANCE  

Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with minimum coverage 
of $300,000. 

23.  FURTHER INFORMATION 

All race documents will be available near the Main Office as well as on the MYC website, 
www.milwaukeeyc.com. 

For further information, contact: 
 

 The Milwaukee Yacht Club  Paul McGuan, Director  
Matt Michael, General Manager Rear Commodore  

 Pam Sohn, Office Manager Fleet & Regatta Chair 
info@milwaukee.com  

 414.271.4455 
 
 Tim Dittloff, Race Committee Chair 
 414.839.9184 

    
 

http://www.milwaukeeyc.com/
mailto:info@milwaukee.com


Start/
Finish

Appendix “A”
WNOS
Course Diagrams

Signal 
Boat

Updated June 2020

Start/
Finish

Appendix “A”
WNOS
Course Diagrams

Signal 
Boat

Updated June 2020

1a

1

S/2

2.a

COURSE “W” PHRF 1 & 2

Start/
Finish

Appendix “A”
WNOS
Course Diagrams

Signal 
Boat

Updated June 2020

2.a

COURSE “W” J/24S & SOLINGS

1a

S/2

1

Start/
Finish

Appendix “A”
WNOS
Course Diagrams

Signal 
Boat

Updated June 2020

2.a

1.a

1

Not a Mark of the “T” Course

COURSE “T” JAM FLEET 1

Start/
Finish

Appendix “A”
WNOS
Course Diagrams

Signal 
Boat

Updated June 2020

1

2

COURSE “O” 

1.a



Assumption of the Risk and Waiver of Liability Relating to 
Coronavirus/COVID-19 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the 
World Health Organization. COVID-19 is extremely contagious and is believed to spread 
mainly from person-to-person contact. As a result, federal, state, and local governments and 
federal and state health agencies recommend social distancing and have, in many locations, 
prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 

The Milwaukee Yacht Club (“the Club”) has put in place numerous recommended 
preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19; however, the Club cannot 
guarantee that you, your family, or your guests will not become infected with COVID-19. 
Further, visiting the Club could increase your risk of contracting COVID-19. 

********** 

By signing this agreement, I acknowledge the contagious nature of COVID-19 and 
voluntarily assume the risk that I or any member of my family may be exposed to or infected by 
COVID-19 by visiting the Club and using Club facilities and that such exposure or infection may 
result in personal injury, illness, permanent disability, and death. I understand that the risk of 
becoming exposed to or infected by COVID-19 at the Club may result from the actions, 
omissions, or negligence of myself and others, including, but not limited to, Club employees and 
other members/guests. 

I voluntarily agree to assume all of the foregoing risks and accept sole responsibility for 
any injury to myself or any member of my family or my guests (including, but not limited to, 
personal injury, disability, and death), illness, damage, loss, claim, liability, or expense, of any 
kind, that I may experience or incur in connection with my attendance at the Club or 
participation in Club events (“Claims”). On my behalf, and on behalf of my family members, I 
hereby release, covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Club, its employees, 
agents, and representatives, of and from the Claims, including all liabilities, claims, actions, 
damages, costs or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating thereto. I understand and agree 
that this release includes any Claims based on the actions, omissions, or negligence of the Club, 
its employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, 
or after my use of Club facilities or participation in any Club event. 

 
 
 
 

       
Signature of Member 
 

       
Date 

       
Name of Member 
 
       
Member Number 
 

Names of Family Members: 
 
       
       
       
       

 



WAIVER AND RELEASE 

Milwaukee Yacht Club – Waiver and Release  June 2020 

In consideration of being permitted to participate in the Milwaukee Yacht Club Sailing Events and sailing 
and in consideration of the substantial volunteer effort made by volunteers with respect to the Events, I 
hereby: 

1. Waive and release any and all claims, including claims for negligence or equivalent conduct (but 
not intentional conduct), which I may have against MYC, and their respective members, trustees, 
directors, officers, employees, volunteers, measurers, judges, independent contractors, sponsors, 
designees, successors, assigns, insurers and affiliates (hereinafter collectively “releases”) resulting from 
my participating in the events and all activities related to the events. I understand that such negligence 
could include but is not limited to a failure to use reasonable care in deciding whether or not to start or 
continue a race and any other decisions arising out of race management; operating power  boats, 
cranes, or other equipment; maintaining launch ramps, cranes, piers, docks, marks, buoys, and other 
property; in training or supervising employees or volunteers; in providing instructions or services; or in 
providing any first aid or emergency medical treatment. 

2. Agree not to sue any of the releases for any damages, costs, losses, expenses, demands, claims 
or causes of action arising out of the events. 

3. Acknowledge that serious accidents may occur during the Events and that I may sustain death, 
disability, serious personal injury, and/or property damage, and acknowledge my responsibilities in 
participating in the Events, for my decisions to start or continue to race in the Events and to ensure that 
my boat, equipment and crew are seaworthy for the conditions which may be encountered during my 
participation. 

4. Agree that this Release and Waiver of Liability is intended to be as broad and inclusive as 
permitted by the laws of the State of Wisconsin and that in the event that any provision is held to be 
prohibited or invalid, the remainder of this Release and Waiver of Liability shall continue in full legal 
force and effect, and that this Release and Waiver of Liability supersedes all prior negotiations, 
representations or agreements between myself and any one or more of the releases. 

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read this agreement, understand its terms, have had the 
opportunity to review, discuss and negotiate its terms and conditions and understand that by signing, I 
am giving up substantial rights. 

I agree to be bound by The Racing Rules of Sailing and by all other rules that govern this series. 

I have read the foregoing entry, including its release provisions, and I hereby accept its term and 
conditions. 

 

 

Signature Boat Owner            Date 



MILWAUKEE BAY COMBINED MYC & SSYC
2020 RACING SCHEDULE  Ver. 6.29.2020

DATE EVENT

 
RC 

CLUB
MYC 
Laser

MYC 
Soling

MYC 
WNOS MBOS

Special 
Event COMMENTS

Tuesday, June 30, 2020 Laser Race #1 MYC X
Wednesday, July 1, 2020 WNOS Race  Practice MYC X

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 Laser Race #2 MYC X
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 WNOS Race Practice MYC X X

Tuesday, July 14, 2020 Laser Race #3 MYC X
Wednesday, July 15, 2020 WNOS Race #1 MYC X X

Tuesday, July 21, 2020 Laser Race #4 MYC X
Wednesday, July 22, 2020 WNOS Race #2 MYC X X

Tuesday, July 28, 2020 Laser Race #4 MYC X
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 WNOS Race #3 MYC X X
Saturday, August 1, 2020 MBOS: Tanger Regatta SSYC X
Tuesday, August 4, 2020 Laser Race #6 MYC X

Wednesday, August 5, 2020 WNOS Race #4 MYC X X
Tuesday, August 11, 2020 Laser Race #7 MYC X

Wednesday, August 12, 2020 WNOS Race #5 MYC X X
Saturday, August 15, 2020 MBOS: Stephenson MYC X
Tuesday, August 18, 2020 Laser Race #8 MYC X

Wednesday, August 19, 2020 WNOS Race #6 MYC X X
Saturday, August 22, 2020 MBOS: Commodore's Regatta MYC X X

Sunday, August 23, 2020 Commodore's Continuation/Big boat racing MYC X X
Tuesday, August 25, 2020 Laser Race #9 MYC X

Wednesday, August 26, 2020 WNOS Race #7 MYC X
Wednesday, September 2, 2020 WNOS Race #8 MYC X

Friday, September 4, 2020 Wind Point Race - Rescheduled from June (Replacing SSYC X
Wednesday, September 9, 2020 WNOS Race #9 MYC X X

Friday, September 11, 2020 MBOS: Grudge Regatta SSYC X
Saturday, September 12, 2020 MBOS: Grudge Regatta SSYC X

Wednesday, September 16, 2020 WNOS-Make Up Date MYC X X
Saturday, September 19, 2020 MBOS: Last Blast Regatta MYC X  

Friday, September 25, 2020 McNulty MYC X
Saturday, September 26, 2020 Mcnulty MYC X

Sunday, September 27, 2020 McNulty MYC X
Friday, September 25, 2020 Louie's Party LLR X

Saturday, September 26, 2020 Louie's Last Regatta LLR X X X
Saturday, October 3, 2020 MU Collegiate Regatta MYC X

Sunday, October 4, 2020 MU Collegiate Regatta MYC X
Saturday, October 10, 2020 Champion of Champions MYC

Saturday, November 14, 2020 MYC Winners Dinner - TENTATIVE MYC
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