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2018 Thunderbird 
West Coast Championship Regatta 

Port Townsend, Washington  
September 1-2, 2018 

Port Townsend Sailing Association 

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
The notation ‘[DP]’ in a rule in the SI means that the penalty for a breach of that rule may, at the 
discretion of the protest committee, be less than disqualification. 

1. RULES 
1.1.The regatta shall be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing.
1.2.The prescriptions of US Sailing for RRS 40, 63.2 and 63.4 will not apply.
1.3.The International Thunderbird Class Association (ITCA) Rules and Specifications will apply. [DP]

2. NOTICES TO COMPETITORS 
2.1.Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board located at: http://

www.regattanetwork.com/clubmgmt/applet_notice_board.php?regatta_id=16851
2.2. A competitor meeting will be held at the NW Maritime Center at 0900 on Saturday, September 1, 

2018.  A representative from each competing boat shall attend. [DP] 
2.3. The race committee will utilize VHF radio for communications on the water.  The designated channel 

will be announced at the competitor meeting.  Failure to make announcements, the failure to hear 
the communication, or any other issues regarding the communication shall not be grounds for 
redress.  This changes RRS 62.1(a). 

3. CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
3.1.Any change in the Schedule of Races will be posted by 2000 hours the day before it will take effect.
3.2.Any change in the Sailing Instructions will be posted at least 90 minutes before the first race in which 

it will take effect.  This change announcement will be repeated via VHF immediately before the first 
race in which it applies.

4. SCHEDULE OF RACES 

Dates & Times of racing:

4.1.The race committee will start no more than five (5) races on each day of racing.

Saturday, September 1 0900
1100
1530

Competitor Meeting—NW Maritime 
Center
First Warning Signal
No Warning Signal After This Time

Sunday, September 2 1000
1500

First Warning Signal
No Warning Signal After This Time 
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4.2.Flag “A” displayed, with no sound, while boats are finishing means ‘No more racing today.’

5. CLASS FLAGS 
5.1.The Class Flag will display the Thunderbird insignia.

6. RACING AREA 
6.1.Racing will be conducted on the waters of Port Townsend Bay adjacent to the city of Port Townsend.

7. COURSES 

Course ID on Committee Boat Order of Marks

A S-W-O-L-F

B S-W-O-L-F-W-O-L-F

C S-W-O-F
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7.1.The course for the race will be windward leeward with an offset at the windward mark.  The diagram 
above shows the courses, including the approximate angles between legs, the order in which marks 
are to be passed, and the side on which each mark is to be left.

7.2.Each race may be one time around, two times around, or just windward then to finish.  The race 
committee will indicate the course around by displaying different letters before the start of the start 
sequence; “A” for one time around, “B” for two times around and “C” for windward then directly  to 
finish.

7.3. If Mark “O” is absent it shall be disregarded.
7.4.The start/finish line is not restricted.
7.5.For course B, all boats must cross the Start/Finish line at the start of the second lap, to allow for the 

first lap to be used as the race result in case there is a need to shorten the course.

8. MARKS 
8.1.Marks “W” and “L” will be temporary yellow inflatable tetrahedrons.
8.2.Mark “O” will be a 3.5’ tall x 2’ diameter yellow cylinder.
8.3.The Starting and Finishing mark will be an orange cylinder.
8.4.The race committee may use its engine to hold position, and may do so even when apparently 

anchored.

9. THE START 
9.1.Races will be started using RRS 26.
9.2.One minute prior to the warning signal, the RC Committee Boat may sound an alert signal of multiple 

sounds.
9.3.The starting line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the signal boat and the course 

side of the starting mark.
9.4.The Race Committee will attempt to hail the sail numbers of individually recalled boats by VHF radio 

and/or loud-hailer.  Failure to do so, the timing or the order of the hails, the failure to hear the hail, or 
any other issues regarding the hail shall not be grounds for redress.  This changes RRS 62.1(a).

10.CHANGE OF THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE 
10.1.To change the next leg of the course, the race committee will move the original mark (or the finishing 

line) to a new position.  The Race Committee may change a leg of the course by displaying flag “C” 
alone.  This changes RRS 33.

10.2.The change will be signaled before the leading boat has begun the leg, although the new mark may 
not be in position.  Any marks to be rounded after rounding the moved mark may be relocated 
without further signals to maintain the original course configuration.

11.THE FINISH 
11.1.The finishing line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the committee boat and the 

course side of the finishing mark.
11.2.The start and finish line will be the same line.

12.PENALTY SYSTEM 
12.1.The first two sentences of rule 44.1 are changed to: ‘A boat may take a One-Turn Penalty when she 

may have broken one or more rules of Part 2 or Rule 31 in an incident while racing.  However, when 
she may have broken one or more rules of Part 2 while in the zone around a mark other than a 
starting mark, her penalty shall be a Two-Turns Penalty.’

12.2.After a race, a boat that may have broken one or more rules of Part 2 or Rule 31 in an incident while 
racing may take a Post-Race Penalty for that incident.  A boat takes the penalty by delivering a 
written notice to the race office that identifies the race number and when and where the incident 
occurred.  The penalty shall be a 30% Scoring Penalty, calculated as stated in rule 44.3(c).  
However, Rules 44.1(a) and (b) apply, and the penalty shall not be taken after a protest hearing 
involving the incident has begun.
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13.TIME LIMITS & TARGET TIMES 
13.1.The time limit for the first boat to finish is 120 minutes after the starting signal. 
13.2.Boats failing to finish within 20 minutes after the first boat sails the course and finishes will be scored 

Did Not Finish (DNF) without a hearing. This changes RRS 35, A4 and A5.
13.3.The target time for all races will be 60 minutes.  Failure to meet the target time will not be grounds 

for redress.  This changes Rule 62.1(a).

14.PROTESTS & REQUESTS FOR REDRESS 
14.1.The post-race penalties and arbitration procedures of Appendix T shall apply.
14.2.Protest forms are available from the Chief Judge.  Protests and requests for redress or reopening 

shall be delivered to the Chief Judge within the appropriate time limit.
14.3.The protest time limit is 60 minutes after the last boat has finished the last race of the day, or the 

race committee signals no more racing today, whichever is later.
14.4.Notices will be posted no later than 15 minutes after the protest time limit to inform competitors of 

hearings in which they are parties or named as witnesses.  Hearings will be held as soon as, 
practicable.

14.5.Notices of protests by the race committee, technical committee or protest committee will be posted 
to inform boats under Rule 61.1(b).

14.6.Breaches of SI 1.3, 2.3, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 22.2 will not be grounds for a protest by a boat.  This 
changes Rule 60.1(a).

14.7.On the last scheduled day of racing a request for redress based on a protest committee decision 
shall be delivered no later than 15 minutes after the decision was posted.  This changes RRS 62.2.

14.8.If the race committee posts a list of boats scored OCS, ZFP, UFD or BFD on the official notice board 
before the protest time limit, a request for redress based on such a posted score shall be made no 
later than 30 minutes after the protest time limit.  This changes Rule 62.2.

15.SCORING 
15.1.The Low Point Scoring System (Appendix A) shall be used.
15.2.The minimum number of races required to constitute a regatta is 3.
15.3.Discarded Scores:

15.3.1.When fewer than 6 races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of her 
race scores (no discarded scores). 

15.3.2.When between 6 and 10 races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of 
her race scores excluding her one worst score (one discarded score). 

16.SAFETY REGULATIONS 
16.1.Boats shall not impede the safe passage of a stand on vessel not racing and shall comply with the 

International Regulations for Prevention of Collisions at Sea, 1972 (72 COLREGS). Boats that fail to 
comply promptly with signals from a committee boat to alter course, or that receive a 5-blast 
warning (5 short sounds) from a stand on vessel, may be subject to protest and possible 
disqualification. [DP]

16.2.Do not approach within 100 yards of any Washington State Ferry, tank ship, or naval vessel.  If you 
need to pass within 100 yards, you must contact the vessel on Ch. 16 (or 13 if a tank ship).  You 
must operate at a minimum speed within 500 yards of any of these vessels.  Do not approach within 
1000 yards of an escorted submarine without contacting the escort on Ch. 16.  Offenses are 
punishable by up to 6 years in prison and/or up to $250,000 in fines. [DP]

16.3.Washington State Law, RCW 77.15.740 makes it illegal to: 
16.3.1.Cause a vessel or other object to approach, in any manner, within 200 yards of a southern 

resident Orca whale. [DP]
16.3.2.Position a vessel to be in the path of a southern resident Orca whale at any point located 

within 400 yards of the whale.  This includes intercepting a southern resident Orca whale by 
positioning the vessel so that the prevailing wind or water current carries the vessel into the 
path of the whale at any point located within 400 yards of the whale. [DP]
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16.3.3.Fail to disengage the transmission of a vessel that is within 200 yards of a southern resident 
Orca whale. [DP]

16.3.4.Feed a southern resident Orca whale. [DP]
16.4.A boat that retires from a race shall notify the race committee (on-the-water or on-shore) as soon as 

possible. [DP]

17.EQUIPMENT & MEASUREMENT CHECKS 
17.1.A boat and its equipment may be inspected or measured at times specified in the notice of race and at 

any time during the regatta by a member of the race committee or the technical committee. [DP] 

18.HAUL-OUT RESTRICTIONS, DIVING EQUIPMENT & PLASTIC POOLS 
18.1.Boats shall not be hauled out during the regatta without the prior written permission of the Chief 

Judge. [DP]
18.2.Boats shall not be kept on a hydro-hoist or other flotation device during the regatta. [DP]
18.3.Underwater breathing apparatus, including snorkels, and plastic pools or their equivalent, shall not 

be used around boats between the preparatory signal for the first race and the end of the regatta. 
[DP]

19.RADIO COMMUNICATION 
19.1.Except in an emergency, a boat shall neither make radio transmissions while racing nor receive radio 

communications not available to all boats.  This restriction also applies to mobile telephones. [DP]

20.PRIZES 
20.1.Prizes will be awarded to the top three (3) boats overall.
20.2.The top boat overall will be awarded the “Thunderbird Perpetual West Coast Regional Trophy”. 

21.RISK, DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY, & PERSONAL CONDUCT 
21.1.Competitors participate in the regatta at their own risk. See Rule 4 (Decision to Race). The 

organizing authority will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death 
sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during, or after the regatta.

21.2.Competitors will accept full responsibility for their actions during any activity related to this event. 
This includes on-shore activities before, during, and after the regatta. [DP]

21.3.Competitors will not discharge trash or waste into the waters of Port Townsend Bay.

22.RIGHT TO USE NAME & LIKENESS 
22.1.By participating in this event, all competitors automatically grant the organizers and sponsors the 

right to make, use and show, at any time and at their discretion, any photographs or videos of him or 
her produced during the period of the event without compensation.
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