
 

2025 Howl At The Moon Series 

4 Friday Sails at Dusk 

July 11 – Aug 8 – Sept 5 – Oct 3 

Notice of Race & Sailing Instructions 

1. Organizing Authority 

• The Organizing Authority for this regatta is the Dana West Yacht Club. The 

Dana West Race Committee (RC) will manage this regatta and shall appoint 

a Protest Committee (PC). 

 

2. Rules 

• The event is governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing. 

• The rules of the PHRF of Southern California will apply. If a boat does not 

have a valid PHRF certificate, the RC will assign a rating and nonspin offset, 

which are not subject to redress. 

• Only mainsails and headsails may be used. Spinnakers, Gennakers or 

double-headsails are not allowed. Whisker poles are allowed. 

• Non-Spin Offsets will be used. 

• Appendix V Alternative Penalties will apply. This is a USS prescription. 

 

3.  Entry 

• Skippers must complete an Online Entry Form and pay the entry by the 

entry deadline. 

https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/the-racing-rules-of-sailing-2025-2028/
https://phrfsocal.org/index.php/rules-bylaws/
https://www.ussailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/US-Sailing-Prescriptions-for-2025-2028_FEB12_2025-1.pdf
https://www.regattanetwork.com/clubmgmt/applet_registration_form.php?regatta_id=30003


• The entry deadline is 5PM Thursday before each race. 

 

4. Fees 

• The entry fee for the series is $40 and for individual races is $15. 

 

5. Communications 

• The official notice board is the Regatta Network event website. The official 

notice board will contain all race documents and race results.  

• The RC will communicate with racers on VHF CH 68 during each race. 

 

6. Schedule of Races and Class Flags 

• The warning signal will be at 5:55PM. 

• There is only one start group (class) for all boats, and the class will be 

identified by the “A” flag. 

 

7. Racing Area and Course Marks 

• The racing area is the ocean near Dana Point Harbor. 

• We will use the Dana Point Course Chart v9.0 which is attached. Note that 

Course 50 is an ad-hoc course as designed by the RC. 

• Courses will be announced over VHF radio and displayed on a whiteboard 

on the RC Boat.  

 

8. Start and Finish Lines 

• The start will be in the vicinity of location “SF” on the Course Chart. 

• The finish will be in the same location, unless racers are instructed 

otherwise. 

• The start line will be between an orange flag on the RC Boat and an orange 

pin in the water. 

• The finish line will be between a blue flag on the RC Boat and a blue pin in 

the water. 

 

9. Time Limit 

https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/30003


• The time limit for each race will be 8:00PM. 

 

10. Safety First 

• All boats should have a working VHF radio, running lights, and appropriate 

PFD’s and safety gear onboard.  

• It is never OK to hit another boat. Boaters should be prepared to start their 

engines and maneuver out of harm’s way at all times. This includes 

potential collisions with buoys. 

 

11. Protests 

• Protests are discouraged.  

• Protests forms are at DWYC and should be turned in within 45 minutes of 

when the RC Boat docks. 

• Hearings will be held as soon as possible after the race is completed. 

 

12. Scoring 

• Races will be scored using Appendix A4. 

• Boats will be scored using their RLC rating and nonspin offsets (PHRF or 

assigned). 

• A boat’s series score will be the total of her race scores. There are no throw-

outs. 

 

13. Awards and Festivities 

• All racers and crew are invited to DWYC after each race to participate in 

post-race analysis and award presentations. A white board will be made 

available for those wishing to draw stuff. 

• There may be something Really Special for the series winner(s). 

 

14. Risk Statement 

• RRS 3 states "The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a race 

or to continue to race is hers alone.” By participating in this event each 

competitor agrees and acknowledges that sailing is a potentially dangerous 



activity with inherent risks. These risks include strong winds and rough seas, 

sudden changes in weather, failure of equipment, boat handling errors, 

poor seamanship by other boats, loss of balance on an unstable platform 

and fatigue resulting in increased risk of injury. Inherent in the sport of 

sailing is the risk of permanent, catastrophic injury or death by drowning, 

trauma, hypothermia or other causes. 

 

15. Disclaimer of Liability 

• The OA, RC and PC will not be responsible for damage to any boat or other 

property or the injury to any competitor, including death, sustained as a 

result of participation in this race. By participating in these races, each 

competitor agrees to release the race organizers from any and all liability 

associated with such competitor’s participation in this event to the fullest 

extent permitted by law. 

 

16. Insurance 

• Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability 

insurance with a minimum cover of $500,000 per incident or the 

equivalent. 

 

For Questions, Suggestions, or Complaints Please Contact: 

Sue Griesbach 

DWYC Race Chair 

race@dwyc.org 

 

Dana Point Course Chart v9.0 

mailto:race@dwyc.org


 


